
 
NEWSLETTER 20, 5TH FEBRUARY 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
We publish a letter like this on our website at the end of each week. If you were not aware of this please 
visit our site and take a look at some of our back issues. 
 
PARENT FORUM 

Manchester Academy’s Parent Forum was introduced in January 2013 and all parents who have children in 
the school are welcome to attend.  The meetings take place every half term and give parents the 
opportunity to meet key staff, listen to talks in relation to their children’s education and ask questions.   

The Parent Forum for this half term was on Wednesday 27th January and the topics covered were: 
Assessment; Key Performance Indicators (Without Levels); and 1-9 Grades for Year 9/Year 10 –English and 
Maths. 
The meeting went very well, the talks were informative and enjoyable, and over 50 parents attended. 
 
DEBATING COMPETITION 

Congratulations to Roukagia Afan, Adlan Anazim, Ali Gajum, Prevish Huma, Amal Mohamed and Erik 
Topak, Manchester Academy's Debate Mate Team, who took part in the first round of the Urban Debate 
League hosted at Trinity CE High School on Tuesday 2nd February.  The team were successful in both 
debates, showcasing the amazing skills they have learnt during the weekly Debate Mate sessions. We are 
now through to the next round and look forward to competing against all of the different schools.   
 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY EVENT 

On 27th January a group of Year 11 GCSE History students were invited to Home Cinema and Theatre to 
participate in their Holocaust Memorial Day Event and view a number of films linked to the theme of the 
Holocaust.  The films included: 

Call Her Lotte [17 mins | German]  
Set in 1930s Munich, this is a film drama about the power of friendship between two young women, Maria 
and Lea.  In the wake of the dictatorship of Hitler and the Nazis, their friendship is stronger than the terror 
and the fear. 

One Day Crossing [25 mins | Hungarian] 
Set in Hungary in 1944, this film tells the story of a Jewish family pretending to be Christian in order to 
survive the brutality of the Nazi collaborators, the Arrow Cross.   

Pigeon [11 mins | English] 
Set in Remies, France in 1941 and based on a true story of courage, the film is set on a train station where 
a Jewish man with false identity papers waits for a train.  

Silence [11 mins | English] 
An animated film of the story of Tana Ross, a child survivor of Theresienstadt (Terezin) who, hidden by her 
grandmother during the war, escaped Auschwitz.  

After the films, the students had the opportunity to participate in a Q&A session with historian Kay 
Andrews.  The students engaged well and some thought-provoking questions were asked by Wasem 
Gulrahman and Zarak Abdullah – well done. 
 
 



  
 

  

STUDENTS’ VISIT TO RAF LEEMING FOR REALISTIC JOB PREVIEW 

On Wednesday 29th January a group of Year 9 students were invited to a realistic job preview visit at RAF 
Leeming, Northallerton. 

The aim of the visit was to give our students a ‘bespoke’ insight into what the tradesmen in the forces 
actually do.  As the event was faculty-led, students were able to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of careers within ICT and the RAF through expert talks and practical activities.  The 
opportunity for them to see the practical application after the theory was absolutely priceless. 

Many thanks to Squadron Leader Ramsey CCLA (NE) and staff from 90 Signals Unit, 609 Squadron, C41 
Flight, Ped Flight for allowing Manchester Academy students the opportunity to see and speak to the 
Information Communication Technicians and visit other parts of RAF Leeming. 

Thanks also to Mr Strickland for arranging the visit and to Miss Bowden for her support on the day. 
 
BRITISH CARTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY CHILDREN’S MAP COMPETITION 2016 

The Children’s Map Competition aims to encourage children’s creative and graphic representation of their 
environment.  The competition is run every two years and the winners of each age group receive a prize 
and certificate. 

The theme of this year’s competition is ‘Our Coastal Heritage’.  This can be based on any area or any period 
– children can, for instance, show how elements from different periods interact to make up the overall 
scene; or how human and natural forces have changed the land and seascape.  Entries may be hand drawn 
or computer generated (maximum size A3).  There are four age groups: 

Ages 7-9 Ages 10-11 Ages 12-14 Ages 15-16 

These groups are based on the children’s age on 31st August 2016 and an overall winner will be chosen 
from each category.  The closing date for entries is Saturday 20th March.  Full details, including an entry 
form, are on the society’s website www.cartography.org.uk 
 
YEAR 10 VISIT TO MOSI 

Next week, Miss Bowden and Mr Strickland will be taking a group of aspiring Year 10 engineers to the 
Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI) for an amazing day of activities! The RAF and professional 
engineers (along with MOSI), have arranged an exciting day that will include presentations, the opportunity 
to ask questions and find out about a range of engineering careers. This is another incredible opportunity 
for Manchester Academy students (and staff!). We will let you know how the day progressed in next 
week’s newsletter.  
 
APPRENTICESHIP FAIR 

On 26th January, Manchester Academy held an Apprenticeship Fair for all Year 11 students and their 
parents/guardians. It was a fantastic turn out, with almost all Year 11 students attending the event - well 
done Year 11! 

Information and advice was available from several post-16 partners. Partners were able to talk to the 
students about their apprenticeship programmes and the options available after the completion of an 
apprenticeship - such as a higher apprenticeship or a degree.  Partners also provided information on how a 
student’s favourite subject can link to a future career or apprenticeship. 

Attendees included Carillion, Lloyds Banking Group, The Skills Company, Siemens, ANS, Laing O’Rourke, 
The Manchester College, Salford College, Stockport College and Trafford College. This meant that students 
were able to talk to a wide variety of people who had an extensive range of information and experiences of 
careers within Manchester and the UK. Therefore, no matter what career or apprenticeship the students 
were interested in, they were able to access information and advice to support their future plans.  
Students also gained vital experience of speaking to potential future employers.  

http://www.cartography.org.uk/


  
 

  

The business partner attendees all commented on how impressed they were with the students. The 
students asked specific and sensible questions related to their future. One business said “The event was 
great, and I was so impressed that the students all knew the area of interest they wanted to pursue”. Once 
again, well done Year 11! 
 
MATHS CHALLENGE 

On 4th February, 93 students from Years 9, 10 and 11 competed in the UKMT Maths Challenge.  This is a 
national competition which gives recognition to students who are “Able & Talented” in Maths. To be 
selected to take part is an achievement in itself and the top-scoring students receive Gold, Silver and 
Bronze Awards.  Thanks to Mr Nizeyimana and Mr Swift who have been working with the students to give 
them the best possible chance of success. 
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and is invited to breakfast with the 
Principal on Friday. 

Student Form Subject Comment 

Sohaib Amjad 9PDH Art 
Outstanding effort in his work and 
completing all tasks to a high standard, 
fantastic attitude to his learning 

Ahmed Baig 8RTE Drama 
His group performance in Drama was some of 
the best work I’ve seen from a Year 8 
student.  

Madina Hussein 9MGA 

English 

 Madina is a hard-working student, with a 
fantastic attitude to lessons. She is always 
wearing a smile and is unfailingly polite. 
Madina is a pleasure to teach! 

Shenae Hunt Alveranga 8CBE 
For her excellent effort, hard work and 
attitude to learning this week- meeting new 
challenges with a willingness to work harder. 

Shakira McFarlane 10JCL 

For concentrating hard in English and 
producing thorough notes in her poetry 
anthology.  Shakira sets a mature example to 
her peers. 

Farhan Aman 7CMU Food Technology For consistently working hard and having a 
very mature attitude in lessons.  Well done! 

Ganna Elrefaei 7RRA Geography Presenting her excellent weather report to 
the class.  

Davies Yeboah 7DJN Music Good solid group work, and commitment to 
music rehearsals 

Aman Iqbal 
 

9PDH 
 

Science 

For being my most valuable student this 
week: helping out after class to set the room 
back in order ready for the next lesson.  

Aweis Obeid 11JHO Performed very well on his half term Physics 
assessment. 

 
 
 
 



  
 

  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 12th February School Closes for the Half Term Holiday.  Students return at 8.30 a.m. on 
Monday 22nd February, which will be Blue Week. 

Wednesday 2nd March Year 9 Progress and Options Evening 4.15-6.00 p.m.  Letters will be sent out 
to Year 9 parents next week. 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Mr A Griffin, Principal 
 


